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ing with Russia. I was only afraid that the understand-
ing with Austria might come to grief on account of the
exaggerated idea prevalent there of the greatness of their
own power and the smallness of the Prussian; until, at any
rate, Austria was thoroughly convinced that we were seri-
ously prepared, if necessary, even for rupture and war.
Our policy at Vienna during the last ten years had re-
moved all belief in any such possibility; they had grown
to regard the basis of Olmiitz as permanent, and they
either failed to notice or had forgotten that the convention
of Olmiitz had its chief justification in the temporary dis-
advantage of our position caused by the dispersal of our
cadres, and by the fact that at the time of that convention
the whole weight of Russian power had fallen into the
scale of Austria, which since the Crimean war was no
longer the case. But Austria was just as exacting in her
policy towards us in 1856 as at the time when the Emperor
Nicholas helped her against us. I maintained that our
submission to the Austrian illusion recalled the experi-
ment of fixing a hen to the spot by drawing a chalk line
in front of it Austrian confidence, a skilful use of the
press, and a plentiful supply of secret service money en-
abled Count Buol to keep up the Austrian phantasmagoria
and to ignore the strong position in which Prussia would
be placed as soon as she was ready to break through the
witchcraft of the chalk line. The Regent knew perfectly
well what I meant by the reference to Austrian secret
funds.1

After I had developed my views, Schleinitz was called
upon to bring his forward. He did this by a reference
to the will of Frederick William III, thus skilfully touch-

1 See pages 233-5.
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